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for two possible directions:   

1. In an independent thesaurus: 
    Have a visual resources property for any res* in a thesaurus
• Note: It is similar to AAT’s “representative images” used in entries, 
    but will extend the property to representative visual resource, not limited to images.
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Proposal: Incorporating Representative Visual Resources 
in a thesaurus
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res = “thing” in Latin 
https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer#E1
Any entity in the universe of discourse 
(=superclass of all)
 

https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer


Direction 1. In an independent thesaurus: 
 Have a visual resources property for any res in a thesaurus
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Image source: Chen, Sophy Shujun. 2021. Figure 3: Concepts of Chinese scripts as three-
tier hierarchy in current AAT knowledge structure 

Possible representative images linked to a res in a 
hierarchy of a thesaurus
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Image source: Chen, Sophy Shujun. 2021. Figure 4. Revised AAT vocabulary structure for Chinese “ritual vessels,” 
divided into “wine vessels,” “food vessels,” and “water vessels” based on function. Marcia Zeng. NKOS Workshop 2024, Wuhan

gui xu

(cont.) Incoming Usage:  
Possible representative 
images linked to a res in 
a hierarchy of a 
thesaurus
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different 
types of 
nomen

nomen 
representation=“graphic”

Source: STN Database Summary Sheet: USAN (The USP Dictionary of U.S. 
Adopted Names and International Drug Names)

Example: 

NOMEN = any sign or sequence of signs (alphanumeric characters, symbols, sound, etc.) 
by which a res is known, referred to or addressed as. 
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for two possible directions:   

1. In an independent thesaurus: 
    Have a visual resources property for any res (any entity in the universe of 
discourse) in a thesaurus

• Note: It is similar to AAT’s “representative images” used in entries, 
    but will extend the property to representative visual resource, not limited to images.
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Proposal: Incorporating Representative Visual Resources 
in a thesaurus
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2. In a combined thesaurus and collection:
    Establish a relation

Use a thesaurus as the basic resource
connect throughthe representative visual resource property 
   àto the classes hosting the instances of the visual resources

Consult V&A Museum Chinese Iconography Thesaurus CIT’s approach.



• Coverage: motifs, subjects, and 
themes of images 

• Material forms: paintings, sculpture, 
prints, book illustrations, ceramics, 
and other types of applied arts

• Time period: made in China from 700 
to 1900.

• Sources: representative collections of 
museums and libraries.

Chinese Iconography Thesaurus (CIT) 

9273 items，from：
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Home page: https://chineseiconography.org/

Victoria & Albert Museum, London

https://chineseiconography.org/
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https://chineseiconography.org/search/
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Terminology workshop
2019 6, Stanford Univ.

https://www.ligatus.org.uk
/lcd/controlled-
vocabularies

Conservation controlled vocabularies
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https://www.ligatus.org.uk/lcd/meeting/18
https://www.ligatus.org.uk/lcd/controlled-vocabularies
https://www.ligatus.org.uk/lcd/controlled-vocabularies
https://www.ligatus.org.uk/lcd/controlled-vocabularies


See more illustrated conservation vocabs in 
https://www.ligatus.org.uk/lcd/controlled-vocabularies#7 

Source: ICOMOS-ISCS :
Illustrated glossary on stone deterioration patterns
Glossaire illustré sur les formes d’altération de la pierre
https://www.icomos.org/public/publications/monuments_and_sites/15/pdf/Mon
uments_and_Sites_15_ISCS_Glossary_Stone.pdf Marcia Zeng. NKOS Workshop 2024, Wuhan 13

Illustrated Glossary

https://www.ligatus.org.uk/lcd/controlled-vocabularies
https://www.icomos.org/public/publications/monuments_and_sites/15/pdf/Monuments_and_Sites_15_ISCS_Glossary_Stone.pdf
https://www.icomos.org/public/publications/monuments_and_sites/15/pdf/Monuments_and_Sites_15_ISCS_Glossary_Stone.pdf


Illustrated Glossary, Cross-language  

EwaGlos – European Illustrated Glossary for Conservation Terms of Wall Painting and 
Architectonic Surfaces (10+ languages) 
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Summary  
Representative visual resources in a thesaurus 
and other KOS vocabularies can bring another 
meaningful component(s)

for Enhancing 
  Semantic Consistency,     

Communication, and 
 FAIRness 
      of Open Cultural Heritage Resources 

in the 
• Cross-Cultural, 
• Cross -Language, and 
• Cross -time Periods 
situations

Marcia Zeng. NKOS Workshop 2024, Wuhan 15

The representative visual 
resources 
     can be directly used 

in a thesaurus and other 
KOS vocabulary.  

They can provide more 
meaningful contextual 
information 

about an instance of res 
(any entity in the universe 
of discourse) 

in any KOS-supported 
products and 
services.
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• Basic methodology, based on the model of LRM:   
• To separate the thing itself (res) from what it is known by, 

referred to, or addressed (i.e., nomen).
• To incorporate representation visual resources in a KOS 

vocabulary.
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• Res: Any entity in the universe of discourse (=superclass of all)
• Nomen: An association between an entity and a designation that refers to it. 

Nomen & Res are terms from Latin that do not have to be translated 
and are not loaded with other meanings. 

Proposal: Incorporating Representative Visual Resources 
in a thesaurus

Additional points



Ogden & Richard's (1923) triangle of meaning 
Ogden, C. K., and Richards, I. A. (1923). The Meaning of Meaning: A Study of the Influence of Language Upon Thought and of the 
Science of Symbolism.  London: Routledge & Kegan Paul.  

Image source: https://newlearningonline.com/assets/uploads/gallery/triads-1.png
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Image source: https://www.mdpi.com/information/information-11-00338/article_deploy/html/images/ information-11-00338-g002.png & 
https://wingliwu.tripod.com/Working/triangle.gif

Ogden & Richard's (1923) triangle of meaning 
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“The relations between language, knowledge, and the world, and more 
specifically between terms, concepts, and entities in the world, are 
effectively depicted in the so-called “triangle of reference”, or “semiotic 
triangle” [Ogden, Richards 1923].

The semiotic triangle, in the general case (left) and the specific case (middle), with an example 
(right). Adapted from [Ogden, Richards 1923: p.11].

Image source: https://www.iec.ch/standards-development/role-terminologyMarcia Zeng. NKOS Workshop 2024, Wuhan 20



•the referent of an expression (a word or 
another sign or symbol) is relative to different 
language users 

Ogden, C. K., and Richards, I. A. (1923). The Meaning of Meaning: A Study of the Influence of 
Language Upon Thought and of the Science of Symbolism.  London: Routledge & Kegan Paul.  
p.11.
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