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BACKGROUND

§ Repositories are a strategy of 
academic institutions that 
emerged at the the late 20th

century.

§ Academic repositories began to 
develop the role of publishers 
by updating the process of 
scholarly communication.



BACKGROUND

OpenDOAR statistics (JISC, 2022)
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_visualisations/1.html



BACKGROUND

§ Institutional repositories have 
specific approaches to information 
management and need to organize 
knowledge 

§ Academic libraries are much oriented 
to the collection management.

§ Repositories are more focused on 
digital preservation, availability, and 
accessibility.

§ Though responding to different 
needs, their close co-existence in 
administrative functions and 
structures, produces synergies and 
mutual improvements. 



BACKGROUND

…have common strategies on 
accessibility, interoperability, 
and standards adoption. 

… share basic knowledge 
organization processes, such as 
the attribution of metadata to 
support access to collections. 

ACADEMIC LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES…



AIMS

The importance of developing professional documents (repository 
policies, guidelines, and procedural manuals) is highlighted.

These tools should include aspects such as: metadata, information 
processing, controlled vocabularies, auxiliary tables, and thesauri.



AIMS

To analyze: 

§ the recommendations about the 
knowledge organization and 
thematic characterization

§ in the guidelines, policies, and 
procedure manuals

§ of a sample of institutional 
repositories and networks.
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METHODOLOGY

At the institutional repository level, a data gathering template
has been defined:

§ institutional rules and procedure manuals 
§ authorship and traceability
§ institutional organization
§ thematic organization
§ recommendations on subject metadata
§ recommendations to use controlled vocabularies
§ regularly update of recommendations.



METHODOLOGY

1. DESCRIPTION 2. COLLECTION MANAGEMENT 3. METADATA

Repository name Deposit mode (self-archiving, 
delegated deposit, etc.) Metadata curation (authority control)

URL
Assistance instruments: FAQ; tutorials;
procedure manuals; support mail or
chat.

Recommendations on subject 
metadata elements

Regulatory framework Assistance instruments regularly 
updated

Recommendations to use controlled 
vocabularies

Institutional organization
and organic responsibility

Authorship of instruments (clearly
stated) Indexing policies known by authors

Management units Digital preservation policies Use of standardized classification 
system (e.g. UDC)

Nº of records Use of persistent identifiers (DOI, 
Handle, URN, ORCID, etc.)

Use of controlled vocabularies or 
ontologies with concepts endowed 
with persistent identifiers (e.g. LCSH 
LD, UNESKOS)

Institutional rules openly 
available Collections Number of topic / subject

Institutional rules 
updated Organizing systems Percentage of subjects / records



FINDINGS AT LOCAL LEVEL 
SPANISH REPOSITORY 

1. DESCRIPTION

Repository name

URL

Regulatory framework

Institutional organization and 
organic responsibility

Management units*

Nº of records

Institutional rules openly 
available

Updated data (Institutional 
rules)



FINDINGS AT LOCAL LEVEL
BRAZILIAN REPOSITORY

2. COLLECTION 
MANAGEMENT
Deposit mode
(self-archiving, delegated 
deposit, etc.)

Assistance instruments: FAQ; 
tutorials; procedure manuals; 
support mail or chat

Assistance instruments 
regularly updated

Authorship of instruments 
(clearly stated)

Digital preservation policies

Use of persistent identifiers 
(DOI, Handle, URN, ORCID…)

Collections

Organizing systems



FINDINGS AT LOCAL LEVEL
PORTUGUESE REPOSITORY

3. METADATA
Metadata curation 
(authority control)

Recommendations on 
subject metadata elements

Recommendations to use 
controlled vocabularies

Indexing policies known by 
authors

Use of standardized 
classification system (e.g.
UDC)

Use of controlled 
vocabularies or ontologies 
with concepts endowed 
with persistent identifiers 
(e.g. LCSH LD, UNESKOS)

Number of topic / subject

Percentage of subjects / 
records https://estudogeral.sib.uc.pt/controlledvocabulary/controlledvocabulary.

jsp?ID=dc_subject&vocabulary=srsc

https://estudogeral.sib.uc.pt/help/index.html#controlledvocabulary

https://estudogeral.sib.uc.pt/help/index.html#subjectsearch

https://estudogeral.sib.uc.pt/politica.jsp?locale=en



FINDINGS AT NATIONAL LEVEL
SPANISH NETWORK



FINDINGS AT NATIONAL LEVEL
BRAZILIAN NETWORK



FINDINGS AT NATIONAL LEVEL
PORTUGUESE NETWORK



FINDINGS AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL
OPENAIRE



FINDINGS AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL
LAREFERENCIA

https://www.lareferencia.info/es/recursos/directrices-metadatos



FINDINGS AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL
COAR

COAR Community Framework for Good Practices in Repositories Version 2 – updated on 
August 29, 2022

http://bit.ly/coar_vocabularies



CONCLUSIONS
LOCAL LEVEL

At the local level (institutional repositories)
the study raised the following barriers: 

a) Manuals and guides are difficult to 
locate and access, identify their 
authorship, and trace their update.

a) Lack of tools for vocabulary control.

a) Low level of adoption of content  
schemes for subject metadata.

a) Very high number of keywords without 
vocabulary control.



CONCLUSIONS
NATIONAL LEVEL

At the national level (aggregators and 
networks of repositories):

a) Delegate the decision of adopting 
controlled vocabularies to each 
repository.

a) Refer to international policies and 
guidelines regarding subject control.



CONCLUSIONS
INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

At the international level (aggregators and 
networks of repositories):

a) Recommendations on subject 
metadata encoding are included in 
their policies and guidelines

a) The autonomy of repositories to 
implement the policies according to 
their needs is always recognised



FURTHER WORK

§ to expand the sample under study, with a 
larger number of repositories and networks.

§ to perform a selective harvesting of the 
sample repositories, checking the effective 
use of concept schemes for specific 
controlled vocabularies

§ to draw up questionnaires addressed to 
those in charge of repositories and 
networks at the national and international 
levels.

FURTHER RESEARCH
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