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• Context
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• ONIX  
• BISAC  
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CONTEXT
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Introduction

• The Cataloging in Publication (CIP) Program serves the U.S. 
libraries by cataloging books in advance of publication.

• Publishers submit applications via the Library of 
Congress PrePub Book Link.

• The Library creates a bibliographic record for each publication 
and sends it to the publisher.

• The publisher prints CIP data on the verso of the title page.
• The CIP data is available to each library that acquires a copy of 

the book.
• LOC distributes these records in machine readable form to 

libraries, bibliographic services, and book vendors.
• These organizations redistribute these records in products and 

services.
• Over 50,000 CIP records are created annually.
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CIP Publisher Portal
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MAPPINGS FOR ROUTING
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Subject Selection
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Subject Routing
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Subject Routing
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Subject Routing
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ONIX
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ONIX

• ONIX = Online Information Exchange
• Family of standards for books, serials, and licensing terms and rights 

information
• XML standard used to transmit metadata about forthcoming 

publications through the supply chain
• Developed by EDItEUR jointly with Book Industry Communication (UK) 

and the Book Industry Study Group (US)
• ONIX for Books was the first developed and most widely-adopted 
• ONIX 3.0 is the industry standard
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ONIX Integration

• LC has been receiving ONIX metadata for decades
– Used passively in CIP cataloging process in former CIP system
– Used for updating completed records with TOC and book cover links

• PrePub Book Link Products Table
– Each ISBN is a separate product
– Stores and parses ONIX metadata commonly used in CIP request

• Prefill with ONIX in CIP Request
– Allows publishers to search their own ISBN in ONIX they already sent to 

us
– Up to 40% of the CIP request prepopulated

• Encourages more accurate and possibly earlier ONIX
• Partner institutions can finally utilize ONIX
• Catalogers include enhanced TOC and BISAC terms
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Prefill with ONIX  
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Products Table
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BISAC
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BISAC

• BISAC Codes
– BISAC = Book Industry Standards and Communications 
– Maintained by the BISG  
– nine-character alphanumeric code representing a descriptor
– TRV025070

• BISAC Subject Heading 
– 54 major sections
– 2-4 levels per subject  heading
– TRAVEL / United States / South / General

• Usage
– To transmit information between trading partners
– as search terms in bibliographic databases
– as access points for database searching 
– as shelving guides
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BISAC in Products Table
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BISAC List Excerpt
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CIP Requests with BISASC
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CIP Bib Record with BISAC
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CIP Data Block with BISAC
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MSC
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MSC

• Mathematics Subject Classification
• Maintained by zbMath Open and Mathematical Reviews (AMS)
• 64 mathematical disciplines
• Alphanumeric structure
• Primary and secondary classifications appear on publications, e.g.

MSC Primary 03C90; Secondary 03-02
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Mathematics Subject Classification (MSC)
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Mathematics Subject Classification (MSC)
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CIP Requests with MSC
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Mathematics Subject Classification (MSC)
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CIP Bib Record using MSC
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CIP Data Block with MSC
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CHALLENGES
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Challenges

• 3 different schemas ingested
– JSON for subject routing
– XML for ONIX
– Excel tables for BISAC and MSC

• Keeping the code lists updated
– BISAC is updated annually
– MSC is updated every 10 years
– Decisions: keep the old and just add new or check for outdated and new?

• PPBL is fully Unicode compliant but ILS/Voyager accepts tiny 
fraction of Unicode

• Mapping to correct MARC fields and subfields
• Mapping to accurate field with display in CIP data block
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BIBFRAME

• Not planning to update PPBL to create BF descriptions….yet….
• New/updated bibs migrating from Voyager to BFDB every 5 minutes

– Cataloger creates stub CIP record in PPBL and waits 5 minutes
– Cataloger completes cataloging in BFDB using the BF Editor
– Cataloger completes the cataloging in Voyager

• When the Library changes to a new ILS, then update PPBL
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Thank you!

csus@loc.gov


