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Overview

• How We Got Here
• EPA’s Terminology Services
• Current Efforts
• Future Directions
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Terminology Services

• Search & Discovery
• Terminology Management 
• Automated Services
• Collaborative Stewardship
• Training and Contract Support
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Getting Here

1. www.epa.gov/sor

2. Select Terminology Services
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Synaptica is compliant with ANSI/NISO Z39.19
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Stewardship is Key

• Stewards are owners of vocabularies
• Every vocabulary must have a steward

– Responsible for maintenance of the vocabulary
• Supporting stewardship

– Tools: Synaptica, wikis
– Guidance: Best Practices, Governance Structures 
– Training
– Access to expertise
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Current Efforts

• Enhancing Repository Content
• Vocabulary Roadmap

• Archival, updates, additions

• Identifying Stewards
• Exploring ‘value added’ opportunities 

• My Environment
• Web Content Management System 

• EPA Office of Research and Development Managed Vocabulary
• Use Cases

• Integrated Modeling
• Science Inventory
• MyProject Glossary
• Spell Checker
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Future Directions

• Enterprise access to terminology development expertise
• Developing Blanket Purchase Agreement

• Firmly establish terminology stewardship; help foster 
communities of interest

• Provide legal & other priority terminology
• Evolve toward concept management

– Concept Management Roadmap
• EPA thesaurus

– Data Locator
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For More Information

Contact:

Michael Pendleton
Terminology Services Manager

pendleton.michael@epa.gov
(202) 566-1658

Gary Larson – The Far Side


